M/V Yersinis a custom

yacht project like no other.
Commissioned by French
businessman and former racing
driver Francois Fiat, she is
designed to fulfil three core
objectives: adventure, science
1d education. Justin Ratcliffe
travelled to the Piriou shipyard
in Concarneau, Brittany, just
prior to her launch in January.
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MORE.” -~ PASCAL PIRIOU,
PIRIOU SHIPYARD
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“1 thought it would be easier for a
commercial yard w adapt o this type of
vessel than a superyacht builder,” says Fiat,
a koen vachisman who has raced in the
Fasaner and other reganas. “They had the
knowledge and the expertise and they were
prepared o listen, whereas most shipyards
want 10 do things their own way”

The shipyard's CEO, Pascal Pinou, adds
“In the fshing indusory we deal a ot with
owncr<kippers who put their whole life
into a project. As an experienced stilor,
Frangos was also knowledgeable and
passionane In the end we consinced each
other that it would be a good idea 1o work
together™

Frat went o0 Pinou withows middlemen
in the form of brokers, naval archiects or
projoct managers. Instead, he chose 1o rely
on the r\ru"rk-nrc- of his own ¢ apuain and
chief engineer along with the lhi|n ard’s
in-house team of naval architeces and
tec hnicians (designer Pierre Jacques Rubis
was later brought in 1o incarporate the
owner's vision into a ser of comprehensive
drawings) . This prosided a dear and
direct Ene of communication undiluted by
intermedianics, which in murn ensured thag 59

Opening page: Frangos Fiat, aanar
of MV Yorzn,
Aboves Launching of MV Yarsh

“JUST AS | WOULDN'T
WEAR A T-SHIRT AND
SHORTS TO VISIT NOTRE
DAME CATHEDRAL, NOR
DO | WANT MY YACHT

TO HAVE A VISUAL OR
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
ON THE PLACES WE WANT
TO VISIT, MANY OF WHICH
ARE IN DEVELOPING OR
ECOLOGICALLY SENSITIVE
REGIONS OF THE WORLD.”
- FRANGOIS FIAT, OWNER
OF M/V YERSIN




Fiat retained control of hoth the design
and the budger
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Part of the challenge was 1o determine
where the rescarch vessel stops and the
superyacht sarts. In realiry, the two

concepts are w0 closely interlinked as w

ial standards and then upgraded

be indistinguishable. Yorwn has a cinema
gym, spa and nwo dining rooms, bur she
also has "wet” and "dry’ labormtories and

the crew
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“Science is not the ukimate goal, but it
can be a by-product” sys Fiar. “She isa
very comfurtable rese
vessel, if you like. B
was that | didn’t want to be limited 10 a
category, which meant building ouside
the box.”
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deck). while the rerasryled funnel
resembles the huxury liner Schdhoazade
that appears in the story The Red Sea
Sharks

M/V Yorinis not a vessel suited 1o
all, or even the majority, of ases. Fow
ommens, for example, have the ime
or inclination 1 spend up W a week
each month on site during a threesyear
constriction period, as Fiat has done.
Indeed, when The Suuprrye Onewer

visited the buald, Fiat was to be found I

deep in the bawels of the ship with his wife,
Cenevidve, choosing fabrics for the crew
quarters. But there is no doubt that he has
thoroughly enjoyed the build process and
Pascal Piriou sums up the experience with
an elegant wirn of phrase: " Le dmin fait
peartic de le mesee”, meaning “The journey to
church is part of the spirinal process”

M/V Yemin is on schedule for delivery to
her owner in May, Her oruise i
yet to be decided, but far-flung destinations
an the wish list include St Petershurg

'y hias

Alaska, the Amazon, the Greao Barnier Reel,

the fiords of New 74

and, the St Lawre

River and the Great Lakes

has been built
All our friends
and relatives didn’t think we had the skills,
but we found them all in Piriou. Would 1 do
it all over again? Let's just sy that building a

“T"m very proud thar Fers

in France,” concludes Fiat

yacht s hike having a child: you never know,
yout might want anotherone ™ H
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Alexandre Emile Jean Yersin (1863
1949) was a Swis and nammralised French
Bacteriologst and student of Louis
Pasteus who dscovered the bacllus
responwble far the bubonic plague

tin). Yerin left Fxrrope in

ve as a phvsican aboard
steamushups operatmg off the coast of
Indochina wsd later speat four yean
exploning inland. He was a pioncer in
the cultivation of rubber i south-cast
Asua and also introduced quinine trees
for treating malasa. He died i Vietoam
where, madencally, Piriow abo hasa

shipyard) and is still remembered 10

this day. Sueets were named afier hum,

and his former home in the coasial

ha Trang is now a3 mwsewmn.
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