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The reconfiguration of the schooner Orejona gave this
beloved yacht a new name and a second chance at life.

HE DILEMMA FOR OWNERS FACED

with the problem of what to do

with a yacht that is much admired

but for many reasons no longer
viable is double edged. Many probably
would elect to put their money into a yacht
from the brokerage market or to build a big-
ger custom design.

Such a problem faced the European owner
of the schooner Orejona. The yacht no longer
fit the size demands of his family. yet he was
unwilling to be without a yacht for the extend-
ed period of time that a new build would take.
Underscoring the difficulty of his decision
was his genuine affe !
his happy memories of time spent on board
In the end, his love for the yacht setled the
matter. His solution was to commission the
French yard JFA at Concamean in southwest
Brittany to undertake a major rebuild, Out of
COrejona came Magistral, a new yacht smug
ly and elegantly emulating the qualities reflect-
ed in her new name.

This major conversion, directed by La
Rochelle-based naval architects Jean Berret
and Olivier Racoupeau. involved lengthening
the hull by two meters and refitting the eatire
interior. Oliver Stirling of London’s Andrew

Winch Designs worked closely with JFA and
Berret-Racoupeau to re-plan the entire yacht,

The client’s brief was 1o create an open,
doubl ight pilothouse and salon, review
traffic flow inside, reorganize the luxury

new&notable

accommaodation aft, and refit the crew areas for-
ward. It was important for the client that
although the interior was to be comprehensive-
ly rearranged and completely replaced. the char-
acter of the onginal vessel should be retained
JFA, the relatively young association of
Jacques Vergoz and Frederic Jaouen, began in
March of 1993, Since then the yand has launched
several excellent and well-known designs,
including Arnadeus, a 110-foot cutter, a 91-foot
sloop by Phillippe Briand, and several smaller
aluminum vessels. "It [could be] hard to imag-
ine this quality of work going on here in Con-
carncau. We arc a bit out of the mamstream for
this type of work,” said Jaouen, nodding toward

the vast fleet of large commercial fishing ves-  yeq anel dining for 12. Below, the lower salon gives 3ccess 1o guest

sels in for repair in
the adjacent yard
Magistral's new
nterior retains the
varnished flat pan-
eling and painted,
beamed overhcads
of Orejona, togeth-
er with many of the
yacht's  onginal
brass fittings. Sev-
eral woods, includ-
ing walnut and
cherry, were con-
sidered for the proj-
ect, but teak was
eventually selected
and used through-
oul Magistral,
The original
layout included a
small wheelhouse
and separate lower
salon. By extend-
ing the wheelbouse
forward, the design
team established a
connection o the
lower salon
coachroof 1o create a new open-plan living arca
with spectacular window views, The new split-
level deck and lower levels incorporate the full-
beam lower salon and dining area forup to 10
with a stafl’ door in the forward bulkhead 1o
give access to the fully refitted galley and crew
areas forwaurd
The upper pilothouse includes a bar and nav-
igation station to port. A large expanse of ciled
teak deck separating the raised seating area to
starboard provides a sensible and workmanlike
surface for this main artery and provides
panoramic views. Comfortable seating affords
protected dining for up to 12 around large teak
tables that can be joined for even larger numbers.
Agcess o the sunroof atop the pilothouse
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The original small wheelhouse was transf

d into an

is by ladder and hatchway with an additional
reclining area provided on the teak-decked roof
of the main salon. Thanks to deck storage boxes
around the base of the foremast the superbly
planked teak decks leading forward to the
Bowsprit are uncluttered and wide enough to
entice guests forward. The helm position afl 1s
sufficiently raised by the sheer height of the
mew deck structure, allowing reasonable views
forward through the pilothouse windows,
Immediately under this area, space gained in the
reconstruction enabled a garage for personal
watercraft and other equipment.

The main social areas of the yacht are con-
nected via a short staircase that continues on
down to the wide aft accommodation comidor

deck salon a baw, sot-

ZIVINE ACCESS 10 A SPACIOUs OWNEr's suite to port
and three guest suites,

A wider area in the compamionway cre-
ates a lobby for the owner’s suile oppositc a
rwin guest cabin to starboard. This cabin is
designed and colorfully embellished with chil-
dren in mind. Two double guest suites farther
aft benefit from the extra length added at this
area in the hull,

With her deep royal blue hull and oft white
superstructure providing generous and com-
fortable accommodation for her five crew and
up to eight guests, Magisiral indecd has a new
identity, while satisfying her owner’s request
o nantain her character.

Jonathan Eastland
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A Matter
Of Scale

20-foot Valkyrie Is An
cean-going Yachtfish

lewcastie’s Explorer 102 Puls
omfort Into Globe-Trotting

First — But Not Last —
Spec-built 145-foot Yacht Project

75' Waterm 7/ 103" Westship / 119" Ma; /161" Bermie




